Grade 5 Sample Test Prompt

Sentence Fluency

Imagine atrain that could take you anywhere on Earth! Y ou have aticket in your
hand for atrip that can make stops at three places.

Write a story about what happens from the time you get on the train until it returns
to your hometown.

Y our writing should:
e Haveastory line with clear sequence.
e Use descriptive words and phrases.
e Have well-developed characters.

e Describe the setting.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

SENTENCE FLUENCY

6

The writing has an effective flow and rhythm. Sentences
show a high degree of craftsmanship, with consistently
strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral
reading easy and enjoyable. The writing is characterized

by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides along with one
sentence flowing effortlessly into the next.
extensive variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning by drawing
attention to key ideas or reinforcing relationships
among idess.

varied sentence patternsthat create an effective
combination of power and grace.

strong control over sentence structure; fragments, if
used at all, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used, sounds natural.

5

The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. Sentences are
carefully crafted, with strong and varied structure that
makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable. The
writing is characterized by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides along with one
sentence flowing into the next.

variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning.

control over sentence structure; fragments, if used
at al, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used sounds natural.

4

The writing flows; however, connections between
phrases or sentences may be less than fluid. Sentence
patterns are somewhat varied, contributing to easein
oral reading. Thewriting is characterized by

anatural sound; the reader can move easily through
the piece, although it may lack a certain rhythm and
grace.

some repeated patterns of sentence structure,
length, and beginnings that may detract somewhat
from overall impact.

strong control over simple sentence structures, but
variable control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, are usually effective.
occasional lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if
used, sounds natural for the most part, but may at
times sound stilted or unnatural.

3

The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid.
Occasiona awkward constructions may force the reader
to dow down or reread. The writing is characterized by

some passages that invite fluid oral reading; however,
others do not.

some variety in sentences structure, length, and
beginnings, although the writer fallsinto repetitive
sentence patterns.

good control over simple sentence structures, but
little control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, may not be effective.
sentences which, although functional, lack energy.
lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if used, may
sound stilted or unnatural.

2

The writing tends to be either choppy or rambling.
Awkward constructions often force the reader to slow
down or reread. The writing is characterized by

significant portions of the text that are difficult to
follow or read aloud.

sentence patterns that are monotonous (e.g.,
subject-verb or subject-verb-object).

asignificant number of awkward, choppy, or
rambling constructions.

1

The writing is difficult to follow or to read aloud.
Sentences tend to be incomplete, rambling, or very
awkward. The writing is characterized by

text that does not invite—and may not even
permit—smooth oral reading.

confusing word order that is often jarring and
irregular.

sentence structure that frequently obscures
meaning.

sentences that are digjointed, confusing, or
rambling.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 1

Writing —

(S eV Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Score point 1 -- The writing is difficult to follow or to read aloud . Many
sentences run together and are rambling and awkward. Sentence structure
frequently obscures meaning. “I can go see my Aunt, Uncles me and my

mom can.”
Page 5 Go on Ip
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 2

Writing ———

Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Scor e point 2 -- The writing tends to be choppy or rambling. Sentence
patterns that are monotonous (beginning with “I would...”) and are difficult to
follow (“...to see different cultures in cluding mine also to see how thay live
not like...”) force the reader to sl ow down.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 3A

Writing

i MI I Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 3B

Writing
FINAL COPY

Scor e point 3 -- The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid .
Choppy sentences with repetitive sentences patterns ((“I will...” “I like...”
are repeated many times) and occasional awkward constructions (“I will like
go selding...”) may force the reader to slow down or reread.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 4

Writing

(I @i Lo 3E Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Scor e point 4 -- Sentence patterns are somewhat varied, contributing to
ease in oral reading. The paper has anatural sound. Thereis strong
control over simple sentence structures. Dial ogue sounds natural .
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5A

Writing : —

Ww write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 5 -- The writing has an easy flow and rhythm . Sentences are strong
and varied. The writer exhibits control over sentence structure. In paragraph
three, three sentences are subordinated with “When...” and one sentence flows
into the next, making expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 6A

Writing - -

e e L Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 5 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 6B

Writing
FINAL COPY

e de Mo, T Bnq(gd\ e T omp e M 08 T wob de ao YOS
w0 o oo, Lol majie. TWO mem wWaleed vo 4o me. O w25 Elijoh
Wooh anmd ooe  wmd Ochmd Blaom. Thew doldne off clooot oo weap

Yrade Mo AT o nawd \oray I Yook, o N0 cobl A sose

- . o,
oroved ahvate a Lompss Moure. warlilmed. Defee 1 leld @fm.%w—

1 & AL Al S VN : S VD) = e ts B 5K s (O

mﬂ:ﬂ_m()v\di 453’3{.4—" do Scnplifovd . Thete 1ms o Costle drose Wapi

Wm e
T ushed ook o Moo 3<edn o dan e sesdned. SSchad\erd . T Yook

£ L ATy e YA EA 1-
Lad¥s 0% ZWoozesomd g
suildone sene  1hsell auneu s The Caclle
o \ns ©F places and 30webh Wao cozXe. Lac loe.
’C‘mm\tj WY wes e Sec e 008 de b cgedle, TE 58S %o

CLcuded T conld\wl\j S&MQ s'};;fi. L had s¥awan :mi'm!g&lg e, e

A QLQ e

ol voocVilofe it \M.:\; g—ma‘w’%’s (ode nﬁ GAYNS T ageX &J‘lﬂ& Mo = Jent

BN WSS Sri P
“\-\t‘l\a‘ !"-‘ ﬂ:/)_h\r."“‘w Qm‘\ﬁb e T wod‘l’;ed\ tn Yoo heo®e M Hegs

Wes Woue IMe?s voy, id 1nas greal oAl T doid e o\a, Mg uhak =
AdMe ovake dap T Aold nel awnsol e few poiends IT hadl made
evadl Wad ool = e’“\_‘,"‘de"“*q: d\-ﬁ}b,::;ped iype e Yed exnaonsted Qo
Md&d;__.ﬂ.um' N o wany I ey $1M>~ ek T souldat e d% ok
ARYZEEE 1P v

Scor e point 6 -- Sentences show a high degree of craftsmanship. Thereisa
natural and fluent sound and extensive variation in sentence structure. The writer
has stylistic control and dialogue sounds natural . The first paragraph, for
example, shows variation from short, simple sentences to longer, more complex
structures. The writer’s sentence structure enhances meaning by drawing
attention to key ideas and reinforcing relationship among ideas : “That trip | was
eager to end. | really wanted to get to Scotland . There was a castle there that my
ancestors owned.”
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